CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH

MINUTES

MARCH 18, 2008
The Crawford County Board of Health met Tuesday, March 18, 2008 at 12:00 p.m. in the Board Room of the Crawford County Health Department.  The following directors were present:

Joe Bliss

William Bedwell, OD

Bob Bowen
Bonnie Finn
David Rotman

Robert Walsh, D.O. 
EXCUSED:
Susan Inboden, R.N.



John Newlin, DDS



OTHERS


PRESENT:
Darla Tracy, Public Health Administrator





Terry Shaffer, R.N., Nursing Supervisor




Donna Milam, Associate Sanitarian/Environmental Health




Bobbi Branson, Administrative Secretary

MOMENT OF SILENCE

A moment of silence was held to honor the memory of Donald “Doc” Inboden who was noted to be the leading force behind developing Crawford County Health Department many years ago.  It was noted he had a vision and worked to achieve this goal for the residents of the County.

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 12:15 p.m. by Joe Bliss, Chairman.
ROLL CALL 

Mrs. Branson held roll call for attendance with Board members Mr. Bliss, Dr. Bedwell, 
Mr. Bowen, Mrs. Finn, and Dr. Walsh present at the time of roll call.  
ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, CORRECTIONS TO AGENDA
No additions, deletions, or corrections were noted to the agenda.  
APPROVAL OF LAST MEETING MINUTES

A motion was made by Mr. Bowen and seconded by Mrs. Finn to approve the 
January 15, 2008 minutes as written.  Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously.

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Mrs. Tracy distributed and reviewed revisions to the December, 2007 Financial Report.  
Mrs. Tracy reviewed the Financial and Expenditure reports for the months of January and February, 2008.

Dr. Bedwell inquired why the Expenditure Reports include billing for two different cellular phone services.  Mrs. Tracy and Mrs. Milam explained two services are required at this time to ensure accessibility.

A motion was made by Dr. Bedwell and seconded by Mr. Bowen to approve the January and February, 2008 financial updates as presented.  Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously.  
ANNUAL REPORT
Dr. Rotman arrived at 12:24 p.m.

Mrs. Tracy presented the fourteenth Annual Report for Crawford County Health Department.   Mrs. Tracy reviewed the FY'07 Agency Highlights.  Mr. Bliss stated he would deliver Annual Reports to the County Board during their April, 2008 meeting.
MORTGAGE RATES
Mrs. Tracy stated she had recently been contacted by a local bank to see if the Department would be interested in refinancing the Department’s mortgage loan with their institution to receive a substantial savings.
Mrs. Tracy explained in 2003 the Department borrowed $515,000.00 at a fixed interest rate of 4.75% over fifteen years with no prepayment penalty.  Mrs. Tracy reported the current balance on this loan to be $392,106.97.  Mrs. Tracy inquired if the Board would like her to obtain rate bids from other banks to consider refinancing at this time.  She noted she had contacted State’s Attorney, Tom Wiseman, regarding legalities of the bidding process, but has not heard back from him at this time.  Mrs. Tracy stated she would like to begin paying the mortgage loan amount down in the near future. 

After discussion, it was recommended Mrs. Tracy advertise for bids in the Robinson Daily News with the stipulations to include the bank will absorb any appraisal and/or closing costs and the loan will be secured at a fixed rate with no penalty for prepayment.  

A motion was made by Mr. Bowen and seconded by Dr. Bedwell to grant the Administrator permission to seek bids on mortgage interest rates by May 1, 2008.  Upon roll call motion carried unanimously; Dr. Walsh was outside the meeting room during this motion.
CRAWFORD COUNTY CERVICAL CANCER RATES

Dr. Walsh stated Dr. Scott has been completing a cancer study and local physicians have been considering ways to lower the cancer rates for Crawford County.  Dr. Walsh reported there is a large amount of cervical cancer cases in the County, but noted he felt access was available for screenings through the Illinois Breast and Cervical Program and Pink Ribbon Program.

Dr. Rotman agreed Crawford County’s colon and cervical cancer rates are above average.  He stated he would like for the Health Department to provide information in the newspaper to increase awareness of the services available in our area.  Dr. Rotman noted Medicare will pay for colonoscopies as well as many insurance plans. 
Mrs. Tracy reported the Department provides basic colon screens through the Prostate and Testicular Cancer Awareness Grant when completing prostate examinations.  She noted she had recently received an e-mail from Dr. Scott regarding concerns over completing a single fecal occult blood test during these exams.  Dr. Rotman acknowledged the basic screening tests are known to have a 30% detection rate.  

Dr. Walsh suggested the Department discuss this issue with Drs. Kunzelman and Scott concerning costs vs. good medicine. He added one local physician felt offering the one screening at the time of the prostate examination may discourage some gentlemen who might have otherwise had a colonoscopy performed.
Dr. Rotman noted during the prostate clinics positive screenings have been detected and those gentlemen were instructed to have a colonoscopy completed.  

Dr. Walsh stepped outside the meeting room at 12:43 p.m.

Mrs. Shaffer asked Dr. Rotman how the Department could address these concerns.   
Dr. Rotman stated he felt three screening slides should be completed.  He noted the Department can help increase community awareness by providing information through a press or news release.  He suggested Mrs. Shaffer contact Dr. Scott for additional information.  

NURSING REPORT

Mrs. Shaffer reviewed the program report for the months of January and February, 2008.   
Dr. Walsh returned to the meeting at 12:50 p.m.

Mrs. Shaffer stated the Department still has influenza vaccine available.  She noted the vaccine formula will be changed for next year.  Mrs. Shaffer reported the Department has already ordered 2,500 doses for the next flu season.  

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

Mrs. Milam presented the Environmental Health Report for the months of January and February, 2008.
Mrs. Milam reported she requested the Regional Office address one septic complaint during the month of February, 2008.
Mrs. Milam noted it has been necessary to send letters to businesses regarding smoking complaints received through local law enforcement.

ADMINISTRATOR EVALUATION

Mr. Bliss thanked Board members for returning the completed evaluations promptly.  He reported Mrs. Tracy received a score of 98.2% with very positive feedback.  

Mr. Bliss stated an article will be featured in the Robinson Daily News regarding Mrs. Tracy’s recent achievement of becoming a Certified Public Health Administrator.  


Mrs. Tracy expressed her appreciation to the Board over her evaluation results.  She stated she feels very fortunate to have such dedicated Board members.  She noted six of the Board members serving have served since it first began fourteen years ago.

Mrs. Tracy stated a couple of the Board members mentioned they would like the evaluation form condensed; therefore she will present a draft for review in the future.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES

Mr. Bliss inquired if the Board would prefer to open any of the Executive Session Minutes or leave them closed.   
A motion was made by Dr. Rotman and seconded by Mrs. Finn to have all Executive Session Minutes remain closed.  Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously. 

ADVISEMENTS
Personnel Update
Mrs. Tracy stated announced Jason Kannmacher has been hired as the Sanitarian In-Training for the Environmental Health Department and began employment on February 4, 2008.  She noted he is currently undergoing orientation and is adapting quite well.  
Mrs. Milam stated Mr. Kannmacher is very computer literate and has shown great initiative in learning how to complete food inspections.  She noted he has a background in biology and environmental experience.
Mrs. Tracy reported Mrs. Milam has completed the Licensed Environmental Health Practitioner exam and is awaiting her test results. 

Statements of Economic Interest
Mrs. Tracy noted Statements of Economic Interest were mailed with Board packets and asked they be completed and returned as soon as possible. 

Board of Health Assessment Exercise
Mrs. Tracy reminded Board members of the assessment exercise scheduled for tomorrow morning from 7:00 to 9:00 a.m.  She noted five Board members will be in attendance. 

Board of Health Flower Fund
Mrs. Tracy reported a floral arrangement was sent from the Board of Health to Susan and Dennis Inboden in memory of Doc Inboden.

Mrs. Tracy reported the Flower Fund currently has a balance of $30.00.  She reminded the Board when the Flower Fund was established in January of 2007 it was decided to have members contribute $10.00 annually and/or as needed.
2008 Illinois Public Health Association Ballots
Mrs. Tracy stated IPHA ballots were included in today’s packet.  She explained as a sustaining affiliate member of the IPHA consortium, Board members and employees receive the right to vote.  Mrs. Tracy stated the forms should be completed and returned to her as soon as possible. 

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to be discussed, a motion was made by Mr. Bowen and seconded by Dr. Rotman to adjourn the meeting at 1:11 p.m.  Motion carried.





                  ______________________, Secretary
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