CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH

MINUTES

MAY 19, 2009
The Crawford County Board of Health met Tuesday, May 19, 2009 at 12:00 p.m. in the Board Room of the Crawford County Health Department.  The following directors were present:

Joe Bliss
William Bedwell, OD

Bonnie Finn

John Newlin, DDS

David Rotman, M.D.
Robert Walsh, D.O.
EXCUSED:
Bob Bowen


Susan Inboden, R.N.

OTHERS

PRESENT:
Darla Tracy, Certified Public Health Administrator



Terry Shaffer, R.N., Nursing Supervisor


Donna Milam, B.S., L.E.H.P., Director of Env. Health/Emergency Preparedness
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 12:12 p.m. by Joe Bliss, Chairman.  
ROLL CALL 

Mrs. Shaffer held roll call for attendance with Board members Mr. Bliss, Dr. Bedwell, 
Mrs. Finn, Dr. Newlin, and Dr. Rotman present at the time of roll call.  
ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, CORRECTIONS TO AGENDA
No additions, deletions, or corrections were noted to the agenda.  
APPROVAL OF LAST MEETING MINUTES

A motion was made by Dr. Rotman and seconded by Dr. Newlin to approve the 
April 21, 2009 minutes as written.  Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously.
FINANCIAL UPDATE

Mrs. Tracy reviewed the Financial and Expenditure Reports for the month of April, 2009. 
A motion was made by Mrs. Finn and seconded by Dr. Rotman to approve the April, 2009 financial update as presented.  Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously.  
FEE SCHEDULE
Mrs. Tracy explained a revised fee schedule had been approved in April which included charging $50.00 for MMR.  She noted this item had been on the agenda for a few months and by the time the vaccine was ordered, the cost had risen to $51.67 per dose.  Mrs. Tracy stated when the $10.00 administration fee is added, the Department would actually lose money.  Mrs. Tracy recommended increasing the charge for MMR to $65.00 per dose.
A motion was made by Dr. Rotman and seconded by Dr. Bedwell to increase the MMR fee to $65.00 per dose.  Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously.

EMERGENCY EVENT STAFF COMPENSATION
Mrs. Tracy discussed compensation for staff during an emergency event.  She explained during an actual event continuous coverage may be necessary for an SNS Dispensing Site, Special Needs Shelter, etc.  She stated the Department has bankable flex time staff would be allowed to accumulate, but wanted to know if Board members felt any time should be donated or if staff should receive extra compensation.

Dr. Newlin stated he did not believe any staff time should be donated.

Mrs. Tracy reported on the evening of May 8, 2009 she received a telephone call from Jackson County Health Department activating the Illinois Public Health Mutual Aid System (IPHMAS). Their county had experienced major power outages due to storms and they requested help from Sanitarians to inspect restaurants as they re-opened. She stated 
Mrs. Milam responded to the request and was willing to assist, but neighboring health departments assisted in completing one hundred-fifty food inspections. Mrs. Tracy stated events like this could also involve sending nurses as well as Environmental Health support staff.

Mrs. Tracy explained when an event occurs such as a flood, the Governor declares a disaster and then the Federal government usually concurs with the decision and sends out FEMA to the area.  FEMA staff assesses the situation, gives report, and a decision is made as to which expenses are eligible for reimbursement.  She explained the Department would need to track all expenses for possible reimbursement, but noted there is a chance the Department would not be reimbursed.  She stated the payoff may come in the form of assistance from other departments should Crawford County experience an emergency. 

Mrs. Milam stated neighboring counties such as Clark, Lawrence, and Jasper would likely be contacted to assist should Crawford County need support staff.

Dr. Bedwell suggested the Board may want to establish guidelines as to the distance staff will be required to travel to assist other departments.  He added he would like for the Department to support others, but would like the Department to be reimbursed.

Mrs. Milam explained the Department must have a statement in the All-Hazards Plan of how staff would be compensated during an emergency and discussed emergency scenarios.  

Dr. Walsh arrived at 12:26 p.m.

Mrs. Tracy stated other local health departments she has spoken with intend to compensate staff as usual with extra hours such as compensatory time, etc. 

Dr. Bedwell asked that mock scenarios be drawn up with suggestions of approximate costs.   Dr. Newlin noted there may be too many variables to calculate costs.   Mr. Bliss asked 
Mrs. Tracy to provide this information at a future meeting.

H1N1 UPDATE:
Mrs. Milam reported to date, there have been seven hundred seven cases of Swine Flu (H1N1) confirmed in Illinois with five thousand one hundred twenty-three cases and five deaths in the United States.  She noted as of yesterday afternoon, there were nine thousand eight hundred-thirty cases with seventy-nine deaths reported world wide.  
Mrs. Milam informed the Board the state of Illinois is no longer testing each suspected case.  
Mrs. Milam stated a shipment of Strategic National Stockpile (SNS) from the Center of Disease Control (CDC) and the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) of anti-viral medication and Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) were received and stored in the County for use in the event of a confirmed case of Swine Flu in Crawford County. 

Mrs. Milam reported the Department has met with Crawford Memorial Hospital, Crawford County Sheriff’s Department, and County Emergency Management Agency (EMA) to work together as a team on this issue.  She stated the Department has received many guidelines from the CDC and IDPH and has forwarded the information to local physicians, daycares, and schools; she noted this information changes frequently.  

Dr. Rotman inquired about statistical information received.  Mrs. Milam reported this particular strain spreads more rapidly than seasonal flu and has more severe effects.  She stated many infected are young healthy adults and children.  She stated patients are considered contagious before any signs and symptoms are evident.   


Mrs. Milam noted patients must have a prescription from their physician to receive the County’s supply of medicine, which is free.  She added if the patient has means to pay for the medicine they should do so. Dr. Walsh stated he felt medication availability could be an issue.  
Mrs. Milam reported PPE (masks/respirators and surgical masks) were received in the shipment.  She stated the Department is responsible for Robinson Correctional Center and if a confirmed case would be determined in their facility, the Health Department must provide PPE for their population. 


Mrs. Milam stated in addition to providing information to physicians, daycares, and schools, churches and the general public have also been advised, stressing the importance of handwashing and staying home when sick.  She noted everyone is encouraged to assemble a home emergency kit.  

Mrs. Milam stated one concern is the illness will decrease during the summer and return much stronger in the fall.  She reported it will be at least four to six months before a vaccine is available.  She noted if H1N1 would reach Asia it could combine with H5N1.  

Mrs. Tracy stated the Department has participated in several conference calls regarding H1N1. 
Mrs. Shaffer stated if a physician orders a rapid screen to test for Influenza A and B and the patient is positive for A the specimen is then sent to IDPH to be subtyped.  She stated if it is subtypeable it is likely a seasonal influenza, but if unsubtypeable it is likely H1N1.  Mrs. Shaffer stated if IDPH is unable to confirm, the specimen is sent to CDC and they can actually type it as H1N1. She noted IDPH is assuming if it is untypeable it is H1N1.  

SMOKE FREE ACT
Mrs. Milam reported as of February 04, 2009 new rules were approved to the Smoke Free Act related to enforcement and the hearing process, as the original Smoke Free Act was vague in these areas.  Mrs. Milam stated if the Department writes a citation, the individual would pay their fine at the Health Department and if law enforcement writes a citation the person would pay their fine at a City or County office.  Mrs. Milam stated if a person were to contest a citation and request a hearing it would be held in Marion, Illinois before an administrative law judge. These hearings will be held one day out of every other month at the IDPH office in Marion.  Mrs. Milam explained the person who issued the citation, any witnesses, and the State’s Attorney would be required to attend the hearing.  She noted this would involve six hours or more of travel time plus the time at the hearing.  She stated the citation form will be a state issued standardized form.
Mrs. Milam stated she plans to meet with the State’s Attorney and local law enforcement to discuss the hearing process and how to handle citation writings, as well as enforcement of this law.  Mrs. Milam stated IDPH requires law enforcement be present if Health Department personnel issues a citation.  

Mrs. Milam requested Board of Health expectations of CCHD staff concerning changes in the Smoke Free Act.  Dr. Rotman stated staff should only respond to complaints as received.
Mrs. Milam stated local health departments are expected to enforce the law, but must have law enforcement present to request identification from the offender.  Mrs. Milam will discuss this issue with the Crawford County Sheriff.

NURSING REPORT

Mrs. Shaffer reviewed the Program Report for the month of April, 2009 with a reported achieved WIC caseload of 86%.  Mrs. Shaffer stated staff is working diligently to increase this percentage above 90% again.
Mrs. Shaffer reported the Department celebrated Public Health Week, participated in the Senior Expo, and assisted with school vision and hearing testing for preschool screenings in April.  She stated the H1N1 concern and issues required a lot of attention during the month.

Mrs. Shaffer announced a Kidney Mobile sponsored by the Illinois branch of the National Kidney Foundation will visit the Department July 30, 2009 to provide free screenings for chronic kidney disease by appointment from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Mrs. Shaffer noted CCHD staff will assist in screening approximately seventy-five individuals with National Kidney Foundation staff to follow-up with clients.  Mrs. Shaffer added this service will be considered as an intervention to the IPLAN Metabolic Syndrome objective.
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH REPORT
Mrs. Milam reviewed the Environmental Health Report for the month of April, 2009. 

Mrs. Milam updated the Board on a private sewage bill discussed during the April meeting.  She explained the videos shown during that meeting were not current and noted legislation is likely to pass the Senate by the end of this week regarding this bill.  
BOARD OF HEALTH FLOWER FUND
Mrs. Tracy reported the Board of Health flower fund balance to be $13.75.  Mrs. Tracy inquired member’s preference as far as who should be included in the list of family members to send for in the event of a death and the suggested amount to spend. 
After a brief discussion, it was decided the Board of Health Flower Fund would be used to send a small gift (valued at $10.00 to $15.00) to fellow Board members for a major surgery.  For the death of a Board member’s family member, a gift valued at $20.00 to $25.00 will be sent.  Family members will include: grandparents, parents, step parents, mother-in-law, father in-law, brothers, sisters and children.  

Board members present contributed $10.00 each to the flower fund.

ADVISEMENTS
Personnel Update:
Mrs. Tracy informed Board members Rhonda Simpson, R.N., fell May 14, 2009 in the parking lot of Nuttall Middle School while setting up for the Women’s Health Night, fracturing both elbows.  She reported surgery is scheduled for May 22, 2009 on both elbows and this incident has been filed as a possible workers compensation claim.
Departmental Savings: 
Mrs. Tracy reviewed measures taken to save money recently and noted staff continue to look for ways to conserve department funds.
Mary Heath Grant: 
Mrs. Tracy stated the Department recently reapplied for the Mary Heath grant in the amount of $6,300.00 to purchase one hundred-forty infant car seats for distribution to low income families and is awaiting notification.
Flood Expense Reimbursement:

Mrs. Tracy reported the Department will receive $8,146.00 from the Greater Wabash Regional Planning Commission to help with flooding expenses.  She explained Dave Fulling contacted her last week regarding application for this grant funding and she e-mailed the grant writer immediately with the figures ($3,547.00) and documentation from the 2008 flooding. She stated in addition to the documented expenses, an additional $4,599.00 for future flood issues will be received. 
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Dr. Rotman and seconded by Dr. Walsh to adjourn the meeting at 1:20 p.m.  Motion carried.






                  ______________________, Secretary
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