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Re:  H1N1 Influenza Nasal Spray Vaccine Recall
MedImmune, the manufacturer of H1N1 Influenza nasal spray vaccine has announced a voluntary recall of 4.7 million doses of its nasal H1N1 vaccine due to an apparent shortened shelf-life of the product.   Routine post-market testing by the manufacturer revealed a concern with declining potency in 13 different lots of its nasal vaccine.  Even though the nasal H1N1 product was fully potent when shipped from the manufacturer, subsequent tests revealed several lots of the vaccine had either dropped below the pre-specified effective potency limit or were at risk of falling below that limit soon.  This slight decrease in potency is not expected to have an impact on the protective response to vaccinations already given.  There are no safety concerns with the recalled lots of vaccine.  
The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) advises that there is no need to revaccinate persons who have received vaccine from these lots.  Most of the doses are believed to have already been administered while fully potent and within specifications.  People who received the vaccine from the recalled lots do not need to take any action.  

Crawford County Health Department (CCHD) states that all of the nasal vaccine it received and administered was from the recalled lots.  The local Health Department has given just over 200 doses of nasal H1N1 vaccine since early October.  It plans to follow CDC recommendations of not revaccinating individuals who received vaccine from the recalled lots and returning any remaining recalled vaccine to the manufacturer.  The Department will not be able to provide nasal H1N1 vaccinations until it is able to obtain a new supply of the vaccine.
CCHD will provide an H1N1 Clinic for the general public at its 202 North Bline Boulevard location on Wednesday, December 30 from 3:00-4:30 pm.  The Health Department currently has injectable vaccine available for all persons over six months of age, however, a new shipment of nasal mist will most likely not be available in time for that particular clinic.  
Children under ten years of age require two doses of H1N1 vaccine at least four weeks apart in order to be fully immunized.  It is best to use the same type of vaccine, be it injectable or nasal, for the first and second doses.  Parents of children who are in need of a second dose of nasal mist should call CCHD for further instruction.
CCHD reports that it has administered more than 4,500 doses of H1N1 vaccine since mid-October in addition to over 3,000 doses of seasonal flu vaccine.  It plans to continue providing both types of vaccine as long as the demand exists and the supply lasts.   Only H1N1 vaccine will be given at Wednesday’s clinic.  Both H1N1 and seasonal flu shots will be administered during routine Monday morning “walk-in clinics” at the Department from 8-11:00 am or by individual appointment for those unable to come to CCHD on Monday mornings.
More information about H1N1 influenza can be found on the following public health websites: www.cchd.net , www.IDPH.net , or www.cdc.gov.
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