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NEW FOOD ESTABLISHMENT OWNERS

Enclosed with this letter you will find an application form needed to be filled out and submitted in order to obtain permission to start the permit process to operate in Crawford County.  
You will need to check with county and city officials to see if there are ordinances that can affect your operation, such as parking, hours, alcoholic beverages, etc.  A copy of the 1998 Food Service Sanitation Code published by the Illinois department of Public Health can be picked up at our office or is available for viewing at:  http://www.legis.state.il.us/commission/jcar/admincode/077/07700750sections.html . 
Plan reviews and pre-operational inspections will be conducted for new and extensively remodeled facilities.  It is the intent of plan reviews to assist in the elimination of basic sanitation problems rather than have them incorporated into the design.  A food establishment with built in sanitation will be designed to promote easy cleaning and maintenance of the facilities.  The Crawford County Health Department has Food and Drug Administration guidelines to assist you in planning your facility.

All plumbing work must be done by a state licensed plumber and they must contact the State Plumbing Inspector in Marion, Illinois for inspection.  The food establishment will not receive permission to open if there are plumbing violations.

Any food establishment that prepares food on site must have at least one full time employee with a current Food Sanitation Certificate.  This certificate can be obtained by taking the Food Sanitation course at Lincoln Trail College or complete fifteen hours of instruction from a licensed Sanitation instructor and successfully pass the Illinois State Food Service Sanitation Exam.  The more employees you have with this training, the safer your establishment will become.
Based on your application, you may be required to pay an annual permit fee.  Please call our office when you are ready for a pre-opening inspection so any problems can be corrected before an operating permit is issued.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us.  We are here to assist you.
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